
Foreword

This volume is based on an international symposium held in Vienna in May 2007 that focused on different 
aspects of the construction of authorial-identities in the early Middle Ages. The investigative papers presented 
in Vienna have subsequently been revised and expanded in the light of our collective discussion, and the Edi-
tors also commissioned a number of additional papers from scholars not able to attend the original symposium. 
We were not so much concerned with the definition of the individual in the early Middle Ages, nor whether an 
author betrays genuine emotion, hints of a private life, feelings or convictions. Rather, we have historicized 
the concept of the individual and sought, through an analysis of what they wrote, to uncover all the elements 
that contribute to the make-up of an individual. Identity, or the dynamic interface between self and society, 
has proved to be a crucial means of understanding an individual in his or her social context. The notion of 
‘ego trouble’, furthermore, is used in this volume as a methodological tool to analyse the texts written by 
individuals in the past, whether ostensibly designed to tell us about the author, or constructed for a purpose 
other than revealing anything about the author him- or herself. We have explored the textual (re)constructions 
of relationships and contact between social groups and individual subjects. As can be seen from the studies in 
this volume, these constructions were not unproblematic, but evoked conflict and confusion. Constructing an 
individual identity often led people to go down unexpected paths to achieve their own special balance between 
self-assertion, self-fashioning and the social and intellectual discipline within which they wrote. The textual 
strategies and struggles related to this process left their mark on individuals and their identities. This volume 
addresses a sampling of these Egos and their corresponding troubles.

The conference was organised by the Institut für Mittelalterforschung of the Österreichische Akademie der 
Wissenschaften Wien, and financed from the Wittgenstein-Prize project “Ethnische Identitäten im frühmit-
telalterlichen Europa” (www.oeaw.ac.at/gema/wittg_pro/wittg_pro.htm). This project was made possible by 
the award of the Wittgenstein Prize by the Fonds zur Förderung der wissenschaftlichen Forschung in Öster-
reich (FWF), awarded to Univ.-Prof. Dr. Walter Pohl in 2004. Thanks must therefore go to all the institutions 
involved. But we would also like to thank all the contributors for addressing the problem of ‘Ego-trouble’ in 
such interesting ways, and the many colleagues who helped with organising the symposium and editing the 
volume, among them Francesco Borri, Max Diesenberger, Nicola Edelmann, Clemens Gantner, Gerda Hey-
demann, Marianne Pollheimer, Helmut Reimitz, Veronika Wieser, Bernhard Zeller, and Christian Zolles. We 
would further like to express our thanks to Dagmar Giesriegl, who designed the cover layout, and to Hannes 
Weinberger and Gerald Reisenbauer (Verlag der Österreichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften), who were 
responsible for the printing of the book.
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