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Abvva 1994

3. E. IakeBIAHE, I'ag 1. H avooxapy 1955-1961, Abivo 1989

2. E. IakaBians, I'ag 1. H avaoxogpn 1981-1991, ABvva 1998

Cambridge Archaeological Journal

Chiron. Mitteilungen der Kommission fiir alte Geschichte und Epigraphik des Deutschen Archiologischen
Instituts

Classica et Mediaevalia

Corpus der minoischen und mykenischen Siegel

Comptes rendus des séances de I’ Académie des inscriptions et belles lettres

Corpus Vasorum Antiquorum

P. CHANTRAINE, Dictionnaire étymologique de la langue grecque, Paris 1999

A Emotnuovea) Xvvavtnon yioe ™y EAAnviotoa) Kepouxy, Mutidqvy, Maptiog 1994, ABivo
1997

Dioniso. Trimestrale di studi sul teatro antico

Awddvn. Emotnuovix) enetnols g Prrocopuais XyoAns tov Hlavemotyuiov Iwavvivwy
Eyvortio. Emotnuoviny emetnoido tov Tujuarog Iotoplas xow Apyotoloyios tov AptotoTé-
2etov Havemiotiuov Osooadovixng

E’ Emotnuovie) Yvvavrnon yio tny EAAqvioting Kepopuah, Xavid, Ampidtog 1997, ABvo 2000
R. LAFFINEUR, E. GRECO (em.), Emporia: Aegeans in the central and eastern Medierranean, Proceedings
of the 10" International Aegean Conference, Athens, Italian School of Archaeology, 14-18 April 2004, Liege
2005

Heptodixn éxdoon Touv Ivotitovtov Evalivwy Apyatoroyixdy Epsvvay

Etudes préliminaires aux religions orientales dans I’empire romain

To 'Epyov ¢ ev ABnvoug Apyowodoywis Etarpeiog

To éoyo Twv Epopetsy Apyouotitwy xow Newtépwy Mynueiwy tov YII.II0. oty Oscoalio xout
oY EVEVTEEY TEQLOX TNS. BdAog, Mdtog 1998, B6hog 2000

A. Baaxonoraoz (emip.), Apxatoloyio. EbBota xar Xteped EAAdSa, ABfvo 2008
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7' Emotnuovea) Zvvavtyon yia v EAAqviotia) Kepopuwdp, Alyro, Ampidtog 2005, ABva 2011
Ed.W. KaSE, G.]. SZEMLER, N.C. WILKIE, P. W. WALLACE (emp.), The Great Isthmus Corridor Route:
Explorations of the Phokis-Doris Expedition, Vol. I, Universtity of Minnesota Publications Studies, Du-

buque, lowa 1991

Hefte des Archiologischen Seminars der Universitit Bern

= Hellenica. Recueil d’épigraphie, de numismatique et d’antiquités grecques, 12 vols, Paris

= Hermanthena. Trinity College Dublin Revue

= Zeitschrift fiir klassische Philologie

= The Journal of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens

= 'Evo opyotoyvwotixd neptodixd. EAAnvixy Emtypapua) Etotpeio

= Hrepwtixd Xpovixa. Exdoon tg lepds Mytpordiews Iwavvivwy, Twdvvvo

Working Papers in Middle Bronze Age Studies

Osooalixo Huepodoyto. Ieptoducy Exdoon yia tny totopio ¢ Ocooaliog

Osooalio. Aexanévte yoovio apyotodoyws épevvag, 1975-1990. AroteAéopata xat Illpoortt-
xég, Hpoxtixa Aefvodg Evvedplov, Avdy, 17-22 ArptAiov 1990, 6. A, B', AB7va 1994
Ocooalixa. Apyatodoyixoy meptodixdy dnyuocicvuo. Emiotyuovixoy cpyavoy tng Priapyoiov
Eroupelog BéAov

Ocooalixa Xpovixa. AeAtioy tng ev ABjvous Iotopuns xouw Aaoyoapixis Etoupeiog twy Oco-

oAy

Inscriptiones Graecae

= The International Journal of Nautical Archaeology and Underwater Exploration

= International Journal of Osteoarchaeology

= liria. Archaeological Review, Tirana, Institute of Archaeology

Istanbuler Mitteilungen. Beiheft

Jahrbuch des deutschen archiologischen Instituts

= Journal of Glass Studies. Annual publication of The Corning Museum of Glass
= Journal of Hellenic Studies

= Journal International d’Archéologie Numismatique

= Journal of Near Eastern Studies

= Jahrbuch des Romisch-germanischen Zentralmuseums, Mainz
= The Journal of the Walters Art Gallery

Journal of World Prehistory

Zeitschrift fiir vor- und friihgriechische Epigraphik

R.C.S. FELscH (emip.), Kalapodi: Ergebnisse der Ausbrabungen im Heiligtum der Artemis und des Apollo
von Hyampolis in der antiken Phokis I. Die spitmykenische bis friihprotogeometrische Keramik, Mainz 1996
R.C.S. FELscH (em.), Kalapodi: Ergebnisse der Ausbrabunger im Heiligtum der Artemis und des Apollo
von Hyampolis in der antiken Phokis 11, Mainz 2007

Kopdirawdtia Xpovixa. 'Exdoon s Etoupeing Kapditoudtixwy Meletdy

E. ALRAM-STERN, G. NIGHTINGALE (emp.), The Formation of Elites and Elitist Lifestyle from
Mycenaean Palatial Times to the Homeric Period, (DenkschrWien 350 = Veroffentlichungen der My-
kenischen Kommission 27), Vienna 2005

K. KUBLER, Neufunde aus der Nekropole des 11. und 10. Jahrhunderts, Kerameikos 1V, Berlin 1943

K. KUBLER, Die Nekropole des 10. bis 8. Jahrhunderts, Kerameikos V.1, Berlin 1954
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Méditerranéen 6, Série Archéologique 5, Lyon 1979

La Thessalie. Quinze années de recherches archéologiques, 1975-1990. Bilans et perspectives, Actes du col-
loque international, Lyon, 17-22 avril 1990, Vols A", B”, Athenes 1994

M.R. PorHAM, L. H. SACKETT, P. G. THEMELIS, The Iron Age. The settlement. The Cemeteries. Text, BSA
Suppl. 11, London 1980

M.R. PoprHAM, The Toumba Cemetery. Plates. The excavations of 1981, 1984, 1986 and 1992-4,
BSA Suppl. 29, London 1996

= D. EvVELY (em.), Lefkandi IV, The Bronze Age, London 2006

S. DEGER-JALKOTZY, M. ZAVADIL (e7ti.), LH ITIC Chronology and Synchronisms, Proceeding of the In-
ternational and Synchronisms 1. Workshop Held at the Austrian Academy of Sciences at Vienna, May 7th
and 8th 2001, Wien 2003

S. DEGER-JALKOTZY, M. ZAVADIL (em.), LH ITIC Chronology and Synchronisms I1, LH IIIC Middle,
Proceeding of the International Workshop Held at the Austrian Academy of Sciences at Vienna, October 29th
and 30th 2004, Wien 2007

S. DEGER-JALKOTZY, A. E. BACHLE (emwyw.), LH ITIC Chronology and Synchronisms 111, LH IIIC Late
and the transition to the Early Iron Age, Proceeding of the International Workshop Held at the Austrian
Academy of Sciences at Vienna, October 23rd and 24th 2007, Wien 2009

Lexicon Iconographicum Mythologiae Classicae

= Lexicon of Greek Personal Names

@. AAKOPONIA, A. KQTOYAAR, E. MIIAATA, B. Zy0I1AKAKH, I'. TOAIAS, Aoxpidea. Iotoplia xot IToAitt-
oudg, Ab7vo 2002

P. A. MounTjoY, Mycenaean Decorated Pottery. A Guide to Identification, SIMA 73, G6teborg 1986

= Mediterranean Archaeology. Australian and New Zealand Journal for the Archaeology of the Mediterranean

World

MEAETHMATA. Exdoon touv EQvixob I8pbuatos Epevvdy, Touéag EAAnvixic xouw Pouoixng
Apyouotnrag, Abivo

A. PHILIPPA-TOUCHAIS, G. TOUCHAIS, S. VOUTSAKI, J. WRIGHT (emtty..), Mesohelladika. La Grece continen-
tale au Bronze Moyen, Actes du Colloque internationale organisé par L’Ecole francaise d’Athenes, en col-
laboration avec I’ American School of Classical Studies et le Netherlands Institute in Athens, Athénes 2006,
Ab7ve 2010

Revista de filologia egea

= Bibliotheca Classica Batava

E. ANAPIKOY, AA. TOYAAKH-BOYTYPA, X. AANAPA, Z. TTATIAAOTIOYAOY (eT0ti.), Movady Adpo. Mov-
ool xou yopevtixol ardnyot ard Ty apyatia EAAada, Kataloyoc ‘Exfeorng, ABAvo 2003
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= Zeitschrift fiir Sport und Kultur im Altertum
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= To Nowoua oto Oeooalixo ydpo. Nououatoxoneio, Kvuxiopopio, Iotopio. Apyaiot - Bu-

Joytwvol - Nedrepot Xpovor, Hpaxtixa Xvvedpiov tns I Emotnuovinis Zvvavtnong, Bolog,
24-27 Motou 2001, OBoAds 7, ABYva 2004
Oxford Journal of Archaeology
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Institute at Athens in 1999 and 2001, Stockholm 2006
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00 Yvurootov, Aaulo, 26-30 Zerteyfolov 1999, Abhva 2003

R. LAFFINEUR (e7cuys.), Polemos. Le Contexte Guerrier en Egée a I’age du Bronze, Actes de la 7* Rencontre
égéenne internationale. Université de Liege, 14-17 avril 1998, Aegaeum 19, Liege 1999
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Noeufpiov 2006, Osaoohovixn 2008

Topoi. An international review on Philosophy
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H. TzavAs (em.), Tropis I1, 2nd International Symposium on ship Construction in Antiquity, Delphi,
27, 28, 29 August 1987, Athens 1990

H. TzavAs (emup.), Tropis 111, 3rd International Symposium on ship Construction in Antiquity. Athens,
24, 26, 29 August 1989, Athens 1995

H. TzaLas (emep.), Tropis IV, 4th International Symposium on ship Construction in Antiquity. Center for
the Acropolis Studies, Athens, 28, 29, 30, 31 August 1991, Athens 1996

H. TzALAs (emep.), Tropis V, 5th International Symposium on ship Construction in Antiquity, Nauplia,
26, 27, 28 August 1993, Athens 1999
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29, 30 August 1996, Athens 2001

H. TzAvLas (emip.), Tropis VII, Vol. 1, 7th International Symposium on ship Construction in Antiquity,
Pylos, 26, 27, 28, 29 August 1999, Athens 2002

(um6 éxdoom), Tropis VIII, 8th International Symposium on ship Construction in Antiquity, Hydra, 26,
27, 28, 29 August 2002

Hpaxtixd 30v SZvvedpiov POwtixss Iotoplag (Iotoplo - Apyatoloyio - Aaoypoapia), Aoule,
4, 5 xo 6 Noeufplov 2005, Aapio 2007
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THE MYCENAEAN BIRD FIGURINES FROM KYNOS.
THEIR TYPOLOGY AND FUNCTION Eva Alram-Stern

TA MYKHNAIKA IITHNOMOP®A EIAQAIA AITO TON KYNO.
H TYIIOAOTI'TA KAI H AEITOYPI'TA TOYX

Zrig emywoetg g YE TN @dong Touv Tpototoptxod otxtop.od Tov
Kovou Bpébnxay evvéa mtnvépoppo eldHALO GE Lol LEYAAY] GUYXE-
VTPWOY CUYXELTLXG UE AAAEG puxnvaixég Béoels. Ze avtibeon pe ta
TTNYOULOPPX ELSWAL aTtd GAAEG BETELS, avaTaptaTtody LEPEPL TNV
UE poxpeic Aowpole, Ta omoio atnpilovtal ot Tplao Utxpd ToOSLor o Qé-
oLV YpopuLxN Stoxdounon. Baoet tng opotdtntdic Toug e TOVG YELPO-
TO{NTOLG TTTNVOUOPPOLS ALOKOVGE, AVTA To ELSWALX Box TTPETEL AVarAOYL-
%A vo eppunvevbody we avtixeipevo Tor omtola EXEPNOLLOTOLOVYTO GE
TEAETEG YOVLPLOTNTOG Xal PUTToPE! va elyay amotebel wg vToxaTdoTo

Lo TETOLOG TTPOTGQOPAG.
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E. ALRAM-STERN

THE MYCENAEAN BIRD FIGURINES FROM KYNOS.
THEIR TYPOLOGY AND FUNCTION

When I first met Fanouria Dakoronia she was preparing her Dissertation at
the Institute of Ancient History and Classical Archaeology in Vienna.
Working in the same room of the institute we soon became close friends.
After returning to Central Greece she started two excavations which would
become most important for research into the late Mycenaean period in
Central Greece. For the chamber tomb cemetery of Elateia she invited Sigrid
Deger-Jalkotzy to join her in a co-operative project, and I had the good
fortune to be involved in the excavation and the study of the figurines. At
the same time she started excavations at the important settlement of Kynos,
and during the last few years the publication of this excavation has become
one of her main research aims. In 2006 Fanouria Dakoronia invited me to
take part in this project by entrusting me with the figurines for final publi-
cation. From this material I would like to dedicate a preliminary study of
an interesting assemblage to her anniversary.

My warm thanks to Kerill O’Neill for reviewing the English text. Digitiza-
tion of the drawings by Marion Frauenglas and Mario Borner.

DAKORONIA [F.] 2003 = «The Transition from Late Helladic ITIC to the Early Iron
Age at Kynos», in S. DEGER-JALKOTZY, M. ZAVADIL (eds), LH IIIC Chronology and
Synchronisms 1, p. 37-51

AAKOPONIA [@.] 2002 = «AvatoAnn Aoxpida. H totopio tng péoo amd o pynueio
XOL TLG OLPYOLONOYLXEG EPEVYVES», in Aoxpida. IoTopior xon HoMtiouds, Abfva,
p.17-112

ALRAM-STERN [E.] 2016 = «A New Mycenaean Figurine from Kynos, Lokris», in
E. ALRAM-STERN et al. (eds), Metaphysis. Ritual, Myth and Symbolism in the Aegean
Bronze Age. Proceedings of the 15th International Aegean Conference, Vienna, 22-25
April 2014, Liege, Aegaeum 39, p. 497-500

TAMVAKI [A.] 1973 = «Some Unusual Mycenaean Terracottas from the Citadel
House Areax, BSA 68, p. 207-265

FrENcH [E.] 1971 = «Development of Mycenaean Terracotta Figurines», BSA 66,
p.101-187

VETTERS [M.] 2009 = Die spitbronzezeitlichen Terrakotta-Figurinen aus Tiryns. Uberle-
gungen zu religios motiviertem Ritualverhalten in mykenischer Zeit anhand von Kontext-
analysen ausgewihlter Siedlungsbefunde, unpublished Ph.D., Univ. of Heidelberg
FRODIN [O.], PERSSON [A.W.] 1938 = Asine. Results of the Swedish Excavations 1922-
1930, Stockholm

PrLAFIDIS-WILLIAMS [K.] 1998 = The Sanctuary of Aphaia on Aigina in the Bronze Age,
Minchen

AuMAKONOYAOY [K.] 1982 = To pvxnvaixd tepd oto Auvxiaio xow n YE 11T
nepiodog oty Aaxwvio, Athens

DEMAKOPOULOU [K.] 2009 = «To poxnvaixd tepd 1o Apuxaio pLo véo Tpooéy-
yton», in W.G. CavaNAGH, C. GALLOU, M. GEORGIADIS (eds), Sparta and Laconia. From
Prehistory to Pre-modern. Proceedings of the Conference held in Sparta 17-20 March
2005, BSA Studies 16, London, p. 95-104

FRrRENCH [E. B.], JANKO [R.] 2008 = «The Late Helladic Small Findsx», in W.D.
TAYLOUR, R. JANKO, Ayios Stephanos. Excavations at a Bronze Age and Medieval Settle-
ment in Southern Laconia, London, BSA Suppl. 44, p. 445-470

JANNORAY [].], VAN EFFENTERRE [H.] 1936 = «Fouilles de Krisa (Phocide)», BCH 67,
p. 110-48
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Kynos is situated on a mound at the Northern Euboean Gulf near
the beach of Livanates. Excavations brought to light a settlement
sequence dating to LH ITIC'. Aside from pottery and other small
finds, there is an outstanding assemblage of more than 180 figurines,
including female figurines of phi, psi and tau type, animal figurines
as well as groups. At least two fragments are parts of large wheel
made human and animal figures?.

Among the animal figurines, there are also ten birds’. This number
is outstanding if one compares them to other sites on the Southern
Greek mainland: In Mycenae itself 13% and in Tiryns 11 bird
figurines were identified’. The remaining bird figurines published
or mentioned in literature are not more than 23 and come from Asine
(1), Aigina (1), Korakou (1), Krisa (1), Midea (1), Amyklai (4), Ayios
Stephanos (1), Epidauros (1), Nichoria (1), Perati (3), Tanagra (6),
Thebes (1) and Volos (1)°. Thus they were mostly found in settle-
ment contexts, but also in tombs’ and sanctuaries®.

The figurines from Kynos come from destruction layers in pure
settlement contexts. They are of small size of no more than 5 cm. By
their shape they are not always easily identifiable as birds. The best
preserved figurine (no. 1) has a short body with a short triangular,
upturned tail. The wings are not plastically formed nor are they
easily recognized by the paint. Its neck islong and holds a small head
ending in a short beak. The bird is resting on three legs of which the
third one was set as a support under the breast of the figurine. A
small hole beneath the tail of the animal is connected to a cavity in

the body of the figurines. Like the other figurines, it is made of light,

BLEGEN [C.W.] 1921 = Korakou. A Prehistoric Settlement near Corinth, Boston/New
York

RUTTER []J. B.] 1974 = The Late Helladic I1IB and IIIC Periods at Korakou and Gonia
in the Corinthia, Diss. Univ. of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia

OSTENSO [A.] 1998 = «The Small Finds», in Excavations on the Acropolis of Midea.
Results of the Greek-Swedish Excavations. Vol. 1. 1. The Excavations on the Lower
Terraces 1985-1991, Stockholm

HuGHES-BROCK [H.] 1982 = «Terracotta and Miscellaneous Small Finds», in W. A.
McDoNALD, N. C. WILKIE, Excavations at Nichoria in Southwest Greece. Vol. I1. The
Bronze Age Occupation, Minneapolis, p. 625-673

IakaoBIAHE [2.E] 1969, ITepaty. TO vexpotapeiov, Athens

2yponorAos [0.] 1971 = «Tavéypa», ‘Epyov, p. 11-21

2myponorAos [0. 1] 1969 = «Avaoxopn poxnvaixod vexpotapeiov Tavdypog»,
ITAE 124, p. 5-15

ADRYMI-SISMANI [V.] 2004-2005 = «Le palais de Iolkos et sa destruction», BCH 128-
129, p. 1-54
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DAKORONIA 2003; AAKOPQNIA 2002,
p- 40-48.

ALRAM-STERN 2016, p. 497-500.

No. 1 =Inv.-no. E524; no. 2 = Inv.-
no. E523; no. 3 = Inv.-no. E38; no.
4 =1Inv.-no. E54; no. 5 = Inv.-no.
E552;no. 6 = per92; no 7 = Inv.-no.
E56; no. 8 =Inv.-no. E49; no. 9 =
Inv.-no. E489; no. 10 = Inv.-no.
Es546.

TAMVAKI 1973, p. 223; six pieces
from the Citadel House Area:
Pp- 222-224, nos 52-58; FRENCH
1971, p. 101-187.

VETTERS 2009. I am grateful to M.
Vetters for providing me informa-
tion on this material as well as on
her studies of bird figurines.

Asine: FRODIN, PERSSON 1938,

p- 310, fig. 213; Aegina, Temple of
Aphaia: PILAFIDIS-WILLIAMS 1998,
p- 61 no. 465; Amyklai: AHMAKO-
HOYAOY 1982, p. 66-68; DE-
MAKOPOULOU 2009, p. 95-104: 98.
Ayios Stephanos: FRENCH, JANKO
2008, p. 445-470: 457, no. 7116;
Krisa: JANNORAY, VAN EFFENTERRE
1936, p. 110-48: 144-145, fig. 22;
Korakou: BLEGEN 1921, p. 109, fig.
132.1; RUTTER 1974, p. 515, no. 46;
Midea: 9STENSO 1998, Skrifter U4°
XLIX:L:1, p. 151-156: 155, no. F51,
pl. 110; Nichoria: HUGHES-BROCK
1982, p. 625-673: 660, no. 2148, pl.
10-127. Perati: IAKQBIAHE 1969,
vol. A, p. 147, no. 1164 from tomb
151; 344, no. 544, from tomb X230
vol. B, p. 270-271. vol. I", pl. 435
from tomb 151; pl. 109 from tomb
X230 Tanagra: ZIYPOIOYAOS
1971, p. 11-21: 20 = ZYPOIOYAOZ
1969, p. 5-15:14; Theben: AA 29
(1973-1974), B’, Xpov., p. 433, pl.
285y [K. Anuaxorodiov]; Volos:
ADRYMI-SISMANI 2004-2005, p. 1-
54:20; ITAE 1961, p. 53.

I.e. Perati and Tanagra.

ILe. at Asine, Amyklai and Epi-
dauros.
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E. ALRAM-STERN

THE MYCENAEAN BIRD FIGURINES FROM KYNOS.
THEIR TYPOLOGY AND FUNCTION

fine grained fabric, typical for Mycenaean pottery with a few white
and red inclusions as well as mica macroscopically visible in the clay
body. The entire figurine is painted with broad lines from the neck
similar to Linear Type 2 described by E. French for Mycenaean
animal figurines’. This bird figurine comes from a LH ITIB2-LH ITIC

Early context'’.

Five further figurines (nos 2-6) of which the heads are missing can
be classified on the basis of their painted decoration as Linear Type
2, but they have longer bodies and an even more simplified linear
design. In all likelihood, on the basis of their short, more or less
upturned tails and their three legs they should be identified as birds.
Two of them (no. 5-6) are also provided with a hole under the tail
which is connected with the cavity in the body. No. 5 comes from a
LH IIIB2-LH IIIC Early context, while the figurines nos. 2-4 were
found in a clearly LH IIIC Middle horizon.

Two bird figurines (nos 7-8) are unpainted, a common feature of the
figurines from Kynos. Their heads are stylized beyond recognition.
They are characterized by their squat, in the case of no. 8 even
globular, bodies, their upturned tail and three legs. No. 8 has a
punched circle under the tail. No. 7 was collected from the debris of
the destruction of the LH ITIC Middle period in the alley between
the buildings, and no. 7 was found in a clearly LH IIIC Middle
horizon. Therefore this type must date to LH IIIC Middle.

One specimen (no. 9) differs from the other birds considerably.
Again, it is identified as bird by its three legs, but in contrast to the
other specimens its wings are indicated plastically. The bird has been
painted, but the decoration has disappeared. The tail is directed to
the rear. A further protrusion on its back is now broken away. The
clay of this figurine is light, but, in contrast to the other figurines, of
a coarser clay body and tempered with small oblong red and fine
white inclusions as well as mica. Therefore it has a certain resem-
blance to the so-called oat meal ware associated with LH ITIC Late''.

FrENCH [E.] 2003 = «Late Helladic ITIC Middle at Mycenae», in S. DEGER-JALKOTZY,
M. ZavapiL (eds), LH IIIC Chronology and Synchronisms 1, p. 175-187

FrENcH [E. B.] 1964 = «Late Helladic IIIA1 Pottery from Mycenaex, BSA 59, p. 241-
271
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This fabric differs from all the other figurines which were tempered
with fine white inclusions and mica only. No. 9 comes from the debris
of the destruction of the LHIIIC Middle period in the alley between
the buildings, and therefore dates to this period.

From another bird figurine (no. 10) only the neck and the head are
preserved. The eyes are painted. The figurine is made of an
extremely fine clay and is densely painted, the neck being covered
with chevrons. This excellent work comes from a LH ITIB2-LH ITIC
Early context. Since the body is not preserved we cannot be sure if
the head comes from a figurine, a vessel or some other plastically
formed object like a ship'?. Therefore it will not be discussed further.

According to their find spot, all birds at Kynos come from late
Mycenaean contexts. Birds first appear on the Greek mainland along
with the other figurine types at the beginning of LH IIIA, i.e. with
the emergence of the Mycenaean palace system. Some of the earliest
Mycenaean examples come from the LH IITA1 context of the Atreus
Bothros'. At this point they seem to have been borrowed from Crete
where bird figurines are abundant throughout the neopalatial
period in peak sanctuaries and settlements!4. During the LH IIIB"
and LH ITIC periods, bird figurines become more and more popular,
and this fact corresponds with their abundance at Kynos. Other bird
figurines dating to LH IIIC come from the Citadel House of Mycenae,
Asine, Ayios Stephanos, Amyklaion and Perati'®.

However, bird figurines show a considerable typological variability.
Like the Cretan bird figurines, all the earlier and only some of the
later Mycenaean specimens seem to be flying birds. Their necks are
short, and their wings are worked separately so that they should be
interpreted as smaller birds like doves. Bird figurines with
outspread wings come from Mycenae, Ayios Stephanos, Amyklaion
and TanagraV. Birds with separately modeled wings laid along their
sides are known from Mycenae'®. Such figurines are often set on a

RuTtkowski [B.] 1991 = Petsofas. A Cretan Peak Sanctuary. Studies and Monographs in
Mediterranean Archaeology and Civilization, 1. 1, Warsaw

D’AGATA [A. L.] 1999 = Haghia Triada I1. Statuine minoiche e post-minoiche dai vechi
scavi di Haghia Tiada (Creta). Monografie della Scuola Archaeologica di Atene e delle
Missioni Italane in Oriente X1, Padova

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

18.
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FRENCH 1971, loc. cit. (supra, n. 4),
p- 155-156.

Fanouria Dakoronia was so kind to
provide me with the chronological
data of the figurines.

FRENCH 2003, p.175-187:178.

For ship models, DAKORONIA 2003,
loc. cit. (supra, n. 1), p. 44-45.

FRENCH 1964, p. 241-271: 255;
FRENCH 1971, loc. cit. (supra, n. 4),
p- 160, pl. 24b, 39-47; 39-54; another
possible bird figurine from a LH
IITA1 context at Nichoria: HUGHES-
BRrock 1982, loc. cit. (supra, n. 6),

Pp- 660, no. 2148, pl. 10-127.

E.g. on Petsofas: RUTKOWSKI 1991,
p- 35, pl. XLVII 5-9; Jouktas: I[TAE
1978, p. 256, pl. 170b-c; Ayia Triada:
D’AGATA 1999, p. 26, no. A8.

Birds dating to LH ITIB come from
Korakou and Tiryns (cf. n. 5 and 6).

Ayios Stephanos: FRENCH, JANKO
2008, loc. cit. (supra, n. 6), p. 457, no.
7116; Amyklai: DEMAKOPOULOU
2009, loc. cit. (supra, n. 6), p. 66-68,
no. 115, pl. 49. Perati: IAKOVIDIS
1969, op. cit. (supra, n. 6), vol. A,

p- 147, no. 1164 from tomb 151; 344,
Nno. 544 from tomb X230; 44 no.
1221 from tomb 155; vol. B, p. 270-
271;vol. T, pl. 11y, 1221 from tomb
155; pl. 433 from tomb 151; pl. 109c
from tomb X230

. Mycenae 55-590, NM 1358: FRENCH

1971, loc. cit. (supra, n. 4), p. 160, pl.
27a; Mycenae, Citadel House: TAM-
VAKI 1973, loc. cit. (supra, n. 4),

p- 223, 52-54; Ayios Stephanos:
FRENCH, JANKO 2008, loc. cit. (supra,
n. 6), p. 457, no. 7116, pl. 55; Amyk-
laion (4 specimens): DE-
MAKOPOULOU 2009, op. cit. (supra,

n. 6), p. 66-68, no. 115, pl. 49 = DE-
MAKOPOULOU, loc. cit. (supra, n. 6),
p. 98; Tanagra (4 specimens): Spy-
ROPOULOS 1971, loc. cit. (supra, n. 6),
p- 11-21: 20; [TAE 1969, p. 14. — I am
greatly obliged to Melissa Vetters
who provided me with further in-
formations on these bird figurines.

Atreus Bothros: FRENCH 1971, loc.
cit. (supra, n. 4), p. 160, pl. 24b, 39-
47; 39-54; unnumbered bird from
Mycenae, Schliemann’s excava-
tions: id., p. 160, pl. 28a.

IHMAEKAOTIKH



14

E. ALRAM-STERN

THE MYCENAEAN BIRD FIGURINES FROM KYNOS.
THEIR TYPOLOGY AND FUNCTION

columnar base emphasizing the impression of flying", but they are
also set on short tangs®. In Crete this type of bird is seen as atta-
chments on models of cultic installations®'. During the post-palatial
period they are set as crests on the heads of large female wheel made
figures®. Therefore apparently they must have had an important
meaning in cult and religion, and M.P. Nilsson has interpreted them
as indication of epiphany of a god*, while N. Marinatos sees in them
messengers or representatives of gods in general*.

Aside from figurines depicting flying birds there are bird figurines
with long necks which have their wings laid along their sides and
are therefore sitting. These birds probably represent water birds like
geese, cranes, herons or swans. To this classification belong two bird
tigurines from Perati, one from Asine and two from Tanagra®.
Moreover, the use of this type representing a water bird seems to start
later than the type of a smaller flying bird, either during LH IT1IA2/B
or during the postpalatial Mycenaean period. The figurines from
Perati and Asine date to LHIIIC, and also the figurines from Tanagra
could belong either to the same period or a little earlier. Our bird
figurines from Kynos, dating to LH IIIC belong to the same type
though, in contrast to Perati and Asine, the figurines from Kynos
have neither a split tail nor a columnar base. However, the best paral-
lels coming from Tanagra have, like those from Kynos, three legs.

PEOEMIQTAKHE [I'.] 1998 = AvOpwmouoppixy mniormiaotixy otny Kovtn ard
VEOQYAXTOQXT) EWG TNV DTTOUVWIXY TTEPL0S0, ABvar

NiLssoN [M.P.] 1928 = The Minoan-Mycenaean Religion and its Survival in Greek
Religion, New York

MARINATOS [N.] 1993 = Minoan Religion. Ritual, Image and Symbols, Columbia
AKERSTROM [A.] 1987 = Berbati, vol. 2. The Pictorial Pottery, Skrifter utgivna av Svenska
Institutet 36:2, Stockholm
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Furthermore, one of them has a long neck, an upturned tail and
linear design similar to nos 1-6 from Kynos.

From these various assemblages, it becomes clear that bird figurines
are rare. They may represent flying birds which were introduced
from Crete to Mycenaean Greece during LH IITA1. Later, during LH
IITA2/B at the earliest, the type representing a water bird appears.

But where does this type derive from?

Water birds are well known from pictorial vase painting since LH
IITA2, and they are also abundant during LH IIIC*. Furthermore,
bird representations are also known in the form of askoid vessels.
In contrast to the well known bird figurines representing flying birds
these askoi represent water birds and therefore compare well with
our bird figurines. Before wheel made bird askoi make their appear-
ance in the Aegean in the course of LH IIIC small handmade tubular
bird askoi were produced on the Greek mainland?. They are well
known since LH IITA/IIIB?, but continue to be produced till LH ITIC,
which is evident from five examples from Kephalari, Knossos,
Perati, Lefkandi, Kalapodi and Mitrou®. In particular, a subgroup
with a long, thin neck and a stylized head, openings on the breast,

— GUNTNER [W.] 2000 = Figiirlich bemalte mykenische Keramik aus Tiryns. Tiryns XIL,
Mainz

— SAKELLARAKIS [J. A.] 1992 = The Mycenaean Pictorial Style in the National Archaeo-
logical Museum of Athens, Athens

— GUGGISBERG [M. A.] 1996 = F'riihgriechische Tierkeramik. Zur Entwicklung und Bedeu-
tung der Tiergefiifie und der hohlen Tierfiguren in der spiten Bronze und friihen Eisenzeit
(ca. 1600-700 v. Chr.), Mainz
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20.

21.
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23.
24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.
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Ayios Stephanos: FRENCH, JANKO
2008, loc. cit. (supra, n. 6), p. 457, no.
7116; Mycenae, Tomb of Kly-
taimnestra: FRENCH 1971, loc. cit.
(supra, n. 4), p. 160; Citadel House:
TAMVAKI 1973, loc. cit. (supra, n. 4),
p- 223, no. 52; Amyklaion (4 speci-
mens): DEMAKOPOULOU 2009, op. cit.
(supra, n. 6), p. 66-68, no. 115, pl. 49.

Mycenae: TAMVAKI 1973, loc. cit.
(supra, n. 4), p. 223, NM 2650; id., p.
223 nos 53-54 (Citadel House).
Krisa: JANNORAY, VAN EFFENTERRE
1936, loc. cit. (supra, n. 6), p. 110-48:
144-145, tig. 22; Volos: ADRYMI-SIS-
MANI 2004-2005, loc. cit. (supra, n. 6),
p- 20.

D’AGATA 1999, op. cit. (supra, n. 14),
63, C4.9a-b; on columns: PEOEMIQ-
TAKHE 1998, p. 150, fig. 102 (from
Ayia Triada).

PEOEMIQTAKHE 1998, op. cit. (supra,
n.21), p. 22, no. 18 (from Karphi);
Pp- 23, nos 24, 25, 26 (from Gazi);

p- 39 -40, nos 138, 142 (from
Gortyn).

NILSSON 1928, p. 330-340.

MARINATOS 1993, p. 132-133, 155-
156.

Perati: IAKOVIDIS 1969, op. cit. (supra,
n.6),vol. A, p. 147, nos 1164, 344,
no. 544; vol. B, p. 270-271; vol. T, pl.
433, pl. 109c.. Asine, House G, Room
XXXII (shrine): FRODIN, PERSSON
1938, op. cit. (supra, n. 6), p. 309 sq,
fig. 213,3; two specimens Tanagra:
on exhibition in the Museum of
Thebes; SPYrROPOULOS 1971, loc. cit.
(supra, n. 6), 'Epyov.

Representation of birds in pictorial
vase painting: AKERSTROM 1987,

p. 38-41, 64 sq; GUNTNER 2000, p. 85-
127; SAKELLARAKIS 1992, p. 71-100.

GUGGISBERG 1996, p. 246-249. 1 am
grateful to M. Guggisberg for fur-
ther information.

GUGGISBERG 1996, p. 41-42, nos 96-97
(from Kalkani); p. 63, no. 191 (from
Kallithea); p. 80, no. 251 (from
Vourvatsi); p. 44, no. 102 (from
Yerogalaro); p-42,n0.98 (from As-
prochoma).

Kephalari: GUGGISBERG 1996, op. cit.
(supra, n. 27), p- 43, no. 100; Perati:
TAKOVIDIS 1969, op. cit. (supra, n. 6),
vol. A, p. 147, no. 1164 from tomb
151; p. 344, no. 544 from tomb X230

IHMAEKAOTIKH



16

E. ALRAM-STERN

THE MYCENAEAN BIRD FIGURINES FROM KYNOS.
THEIR TYPOLOGY AND FUNCTION

on the back and under the tail, but without handle® is similar in
shape to the figurines representing water birds listed above. Like
them, they are of small size of 10 cm and less, have three short legs
or one columnar base, a short tail and decoration in linear design.
The close relationship between our figurines and the handmade bird
askoi also becomes apparent from another detail. Four of our bird
figurines are hollow, this cavity being connected to a hole in the rear
of the figurine under its tail. This technical feature shows that the
figurines most probably have been formed around a perishable core.
However, this detail is not seen in the other figurines. Therefore it is
no technical feature necessary for the production of bird figurines.
Otherwise the cavitity and the hole seem to be reminiscents of the
cavities and holes of bird askoi which were placed under their tail
and had the function of filling/pouring their contents. Furthermore,
the badly worn bird figurine no. 9 from Kynos is provided with a
protrusion on its back. This feature could derive from a broken
handle which was attached in analogy to most askoi types. Could it
therefore be that the bird figurines from Kynos which were about
half the size of the handmade bird askoi were used in the place of
bird askoi? Since the figurines had no funnel they could not be used
for pouring of liquids. However, they could be deposited in ritual

context as substitute for such an offering.

Is it possible to deduce from the bird askoi a certain meaning and
function for the figurines representing water birds? Since some of
the askoi were found in sanctuaries they must sometimes serve a
ritual function. A late Mycenaean bird askos in the sanctuary of
Kalapodi was filled with grain and should therefore be interpreted
as an offering in ritual/cultic context®'. The occurrence of protogeo-
metric and geometric bird askoi in the Heraion of Samos could be
connected with Hera and could express a facet of Hera as a goddess
of fecundity*’. The same could be argued for Kalapodi where during
the historical period Artemis was worshiped. Therefore the bird
figurines representing water birds could have had a similar meaning
and function pointing to fecundity rituals in settlements or shrines.
Such an assumption is strengthened by the fact that one water bird
figurine dating to LH IIIC was found in the sanctuary of House G at
Asine®.

Asisevident from the finds in the Peloponnese and in Central Greece
the water bird figurines, like the handmade bird askoi, have a certain
tradition on the Greek mainland. But the high number of such
figurines at Kynos contrasts to other synchronous settlements.
Astonishing enough the well known nearby LH ITIC settlements like
Lefkandi and Mitrou did not produce any such figurines though
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bird askoi are present®. Therefore Kynos must have been a site
where rituals particularly related to the use of such water bird
figurines were executed. Such a ritual could derive from the specific
environmental situation of the site including freshwater or marshes,
but it could also base upon the symbolic use of water birds in certain
cults®.

From the works by Fanouria Dakoronia on pictorial vases with
representations of ships as well as on ship models from Kynos we
know from a fragment of a ship model from this site that ships could
have been equipped with bird shaped prows. Therefore water birds
were also connected with ships and navigation®. In this sense the
representations of water birds on this site may point to another

peculiarity of this very special settlement.

— DAKORONIA [F.] 1996 = «Kynos. Fleet». in Tropis IV, p. 159-171

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.
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vol. B, p. 270-271. vol. T', pl. 433
from tomb 151; pl. 109 from tomb
¥230; Knossos: GUGGISBERG 1996,
op. cit. (supra,n.27), p. 163-164,
no. 571. Leftkandi: FRENCH 1971,
loc. cit. (supra, n. 4), p. 263 no. 91,
pl. 74. Kalapodi: AR 2005-2006,

p- 69, fig. 106; Mitrou: Kerill
O’Neill, personal communication.

Guggisberg shape K-5 represented
by seven examples (GUGGISBERG
1996, op. cit. [supra, n. 271, p. 247).

AR 2005-2006, p. 69 (fig. 106).

GUGGISBERG 1996, op. cit. (supra,
n.27),p. 352-353.

FRODIN, PERSSON 1938, op. cit.
(supra, n. 6), p. 310, fig. 213.

For the handmade bird askos
from Lefkandi see above. Accord-
ing to Kerill O’Neill, while two
Mycenaean bird askoi have been
recovered, no bird figurine is
known from Mitrou.

I am indebted to Kerill O’Neill for
a fruitful discussion of this subject.

DAKORONIA 1996, p. 159-171: 161-
162.
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