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Foreword

The present guide is to give the interested

public an idea of the structural features

and interior decoration of the building

which was erected in 1755 as the Aula 

of the University of Vienna and has accom-

modated the Academy of Sciences since

1857. 

This publication owes its existence first and

foremost to my colleagues Dr. Herbert

Karner and Univ.-Doz. Dr. Werner Telesko.

They have been kind enough to include my

name in the list of authors even though my

share is limited to contributions on the work

of Franz Anton Maulbertsch and editorial

activities.

In the interest of readability we have

refrained from discussing in detail a

number of recent research findings, which

we hope will be made available to the

scientific world in a separate, more detailed

publication. 

I should like to thank the Verlag der Öster-

reichischen Akademie der Wissenschaften

for their valuable support and the attractive

design of this publication. 

Artur Rosenauer, Ordinary Member

Chairman, Commission for the History of

Art of the Austrian Academy of Sciences
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