
Preface

The proceedings include welcoming and opening addresses which provide introductory 
remarks on the research focus at Holetta Agricultural Research Center of the Ethiopian 
Institute of Agricultural Research, major natural resources management challenges and 
further research and development needs. These introductory remarks are followed by 
papers on the themes of the workshop “The status of natural resrouces in the highlands”, 
on which there are six papers presented. On the second theme “Woody and herbaceous 
biomass as fodder and organic fertiliser sources” there are five papers presented, and 
on the theme “Tenure and technology dissemination” there are two papers. At the end, 
the outcomes from a group discussion on how to broaden the plantation and utilisation 
scheme of indigenous fodder and soil improving tree species are presented.

As a workshop organiser and one of the editors of the proceedings, I would like to 
pay tribute to all paper presenters. Their contribution made it possible to record the 
success of this workshop, which fostered information exchange and cooperation among 
the many individuals of diverse interests who attended. Many individuals from Galessa-
Jeldu areas, Ginchi, Holetta, Addis Abeba and Austria made significant contributions to 
the success of the workshop. I would like to thank particularly Prof. Gerhard Glatzel, Ms. 
Birgit Habermann, Mr. Yohannes Gojjam, Mr. Mesfin Tsegaye, Mr. Kassahun Bekele and 
Mr. Abera Tafa for their involvement to the organisation of the workshop and preparation 
of the proceedings. Melanie Gertheinrich was very helpful with the language editing of 
the proceedings, and Mr. Viktor Bruckman helped out with correcting the references. 

Finally, the financial assistance for the workshop from the Austrian Development 
Cooperation (ADA), the Commission for Development Studies at the Austrian Academy 
of Sciences (KEF), the African Forestry Research Network (AFORNET) and the Ethiopian 
Institute of Agricultural Research (EIAR) is gratefully acknowledged. 

Kindu Mekonnen
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