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“Royal families formerly used to employ whipping-boys, who had the honor of receiving con-
dign punishment on their profane backs, whenever any of the scions of royalty had committed 
an offense against the rules of good behavior. The modern European political system continues 
this practice, in a certain degree, in the erection of small intermediate States, which have to act 
the scapegoat in any domestic squabble by which the harmony of the ‘balance of power’ may be 
troubled. And in order to enable these smaller States to perform this enviable part with suitable 
dignity, they are, by the common consent of Europe ‘in Congress assembled,’ and with all due so-
lemnity declared ‘neutral.’” Frederick Engels, “Political Position of the Swiss Republic,” [1853], 
in Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Collected Works 12 (Moscow: Progress, 1979), 86–92, 86.






