
 

PREFACE 

The nineteenth meeting of the Society for Greek and Hellenistic Legal History, the 
Symposion, took place in Hauser Hall at the Harvard Law School in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, USA, August 26–29, 2013. In seven sessions spread over four days 
we heard fifteen papers and responses (two responses delivered in absentia) by 
scholars from eight countries in Europe and North America. As in the previous 
meetings no general subject was provided: every speaker was free to report his or 
her latest studies. In addition, a boat tour of the Boston harbor and (for many) a 
walking tour of Boston and Cambridge provided a break from the proceedings. 

Funding for the meeting was generously contributed by the Loeb Classical 
Library Foundation and by the Harvard Law School, under the leadership of Dean 
Martha Minow. We are particularly grateful to both institutions for recognizing the 
continuing importance of funding academic enterprises such as this one, when so 
many other sources of such funding are being reduced or are disappearing entirely. 
We are also grateful to Dean Minow for her warm and gracious welcome, which 
opened the meeting. And we thank Joseph Mélèze-Modzerjewski, one of the 
founders of our Society who regretfully could not attend in person, for welcoming 
us via Skype. Further thanks are due to Kaitlin Burroughs at the Law School for 
administrative and logistical support before, during, and after the meeting. 

Publication of the volume would not be possible without the excellent work of 
James Townshend of the Department of the Classics, Harvard University, who has 
formatted all the contributions according to the strict specifications of the Austrian 
Academy and has provided the Index Locorum. And finally, we thank Gerhard 
Thür, who has been our liaison with the Academy publications staff, has helped with 
reading proofs, and has ensured that we maintain consistency with Symposion 
standards. 
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