
Preface

The present volume is the second in a series of monographs dedicated to the results achieved within the 
European Research Council Project AcrossBorders. Sai Island in northern Sudan, the prime example for 
settlement policy of New Kingdom Egypt in Upper Nubia, was the focus of this project. The Across-
Borders project aimed to provide new insights on the lifestyle and living conditions in New Kingdom 
Nubia thanks to new fieldwork and multi-layered research on Sai Island. The main hypothesis that was 
tested was whether the settlement on Sai Island can be evaluated as an Egyptian microcosm, despite 
its location outside of Egypt and its specific topographical, environmental and cultural situation. Vari-
ous approaches ‒ from geoarchaeology and micromorphological sediment analysis, ceramic analysis 
and petrographic analysis, architectural studies, ethnoarchaeological approaches to Strontium Isotope 
Analysis and Instrumental Neutron Activation Analysis (INNA) ‒ were utilized to investigate the mul-
tifaceted lives of the citizens of New Kingdom Sai.

The principal focus of the present volume is the material remains of two sectors excavated by the 
AcrossBorders project in the fortified New Kingdom town of Sai: the excavations, architecture and 
material culture, with emphasis on the pottery and small finds, from SAV1 East and SAV1 West are 
presented. Questions of dating, stratigraphy and possible implications of material remains about the 
lifestyle and activities at SAV1 North complete this volume. The environmental conditions, above all the 
geologic realities, of the New Kingdom town at Sai will be presented. The examination of pottery, tools 
and small finds was complemented by an assessment of the environmental remains, in particular of the 
botanical and faunal remains. Evidence for people on New Kingdom Sai is also discussed and allows 
placing the town within the New Kingdom macrocosm. 

All in all, the evidence gathered by the AcrossBorders project and brought together in this volume 
leads to an understanding of New Kingdom Sai as a complex microcosm with a significant evolution, 
reflecting aspects of the macro-history of New Kingdom Nubia. Sai Island can serve as a case study 
for the fruitful combination of archaeological investigations on both the micro- and the macro-level.I   
Together with the recent publication on the architectural assessment of the southern part of the New 
Kingdom town of Sai,II and the analysis of the material remains from sector SAV1 North,III this vol-
ume therefore underlines the important role Sai plays in investigating settlement patterns in New 
Kingdom Nubia.
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Fig. 1  Map of Sai Island with location of New Kingdom town and cemetery SAC5 highlighted


