Foreword

This concept paper is a joint product of the Institute for Urban and Regional Re-
search of the Austrian Academy of Sciences in Vienna and the European Forum of
Migration Research in Bamberg. It is based on intensive discussions between the re-
searchers of CLIP in 2006 and 2007 regarding how the cities should be analysed and
which questions are relevant. The main aim of the concept paper is to show the rele-
vant theoretical and terminological concepts and thoughts in the field of housing
which were helpful in guiding the research within the cities.

The concept paper is one of the written products of the first module. Other analyti-
cal products include the city reports, which can be downloaded from the Internet, and
the Overview Report which will be published as a written document. To address the
stakeholder in the field of housing policy, recommendations for local governments and
national and EU decision makers will be published in separate documents.

The authors of the concept paper wish to express their gratitude to those persons
and institutions which were helpful in realising the publication. Hubert Krieger was
the tireless supporter of the project and the responsible research manager of CLIP
within the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Condi-
tions (Eurofound). He gave us support and his contributions during the discussions
were helpful and extremely valuable. Furthermore we received useful hints and con-
tributions from Friedrich Heckmann, Acting Director of EFM, Rinus Penninx, Profes-
sor at the University of Amsterdam, and Sarah Spencer, Associate Director of COM-
PAS at the University of Oxford. The text received a significant improvement from
the language editing of Carolyn Slauson of COMPAS. Our special thanks go to those
which contributed to the publication of this concept paper.
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