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INTRODUCTION

Today, the complexity of migration as a contemporary and global phenomenon
reveals the variety of its national and regional realities along with the related historical
background that defines and frames it. In Europe, the altering of the shape of migration
that took place since the end of 1980s largely contributed to its re-conceptualization in the
light of a new globalized, diversified and highly politicized environment. These factors
turned migration into a new highly contested process. Rather than being systemized in
line with a set of traditional typological patterns, contemporary migration displays a
variety of fluctuating forms, modes and geographies that in fact affirms the urge to revise
the existing categorical and binary sets of distinctions (i.e. temporary vs. permanent, low
skilled vs. high skilled), directions, purposes, methodological approaches, and research
tools.

Migration flows display a changing nature (i.e. mixed migration) and migrants
may display persistence to reach particular countries of destination (i.e. Germany was
seen as the promised land for more than a million of asylum seekers that made their
way via the Balkan route during the refugee crisis in 2015-2016). This corroborates the
existence of a complex set of factors that enable contemporary human mobility through
the developing of networks and inventing of strategies (BoBi¢ and Jankovi¢ 2017, p.
15). Furthermore, by making use of social networks, transnational ties and links with
specific actors in countries of origin and destination, the migrants are able to activate
their own agency.

Notwithstanding, although the very nature of contemporary migration has
contributed to redefining the concept of integration, its effects on migrants’ transnational
mobility have hardly been considered. Similarly, the literature on migrants’ transna-
tional mobility has paid little attention to the theoretical developments and interrelations
between these two processes. Traditionally, the migration narrative has viewed migrants’
settlement as an end state and a static process based on the idea that once migrants
have settled in the country of destination, migration becomes self-perpetuating because
it creates the social and economic structures (e.g. networks) to sustain the process
(CastLEs and MILLER 2009; Massey 1990; BAKEWELL et al. 2011, p. 6). This approach,
however, pays little attention to the contextual dynamics unfolding both in receiving
and in origin countries. These change the initial conditions under which migration takes
place (DE Haas 2010) and the role of migrants’ agency in developing new strategies for
responding to the continuously changing situation (Gemi 2014, p. 13).



12 INTEGRATION AND TRANSNATIONALISM IN A COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE

Integration takes place in the context of a broad socio-economic process, in which
people from different cultural backgrounds, who co-exist and interact within a common
structure, are synchronised with different value systems, traditions and attitudes. This
process involves the adaptation of both immigrants and the host society to a new social-
economic context, the various parts of which are interrelated and interdependent. In
reality, however, socio-economic relations between immigrants and the host society
are established in the context of a socio-political system of institutions, narratives and
hierarchies that grant exclusive privileges to the host country (ALBa and NEE 2011).
In this way, the host society may selectively integrate certain population categories,
keeping others in an extremely vulnerable and marginal position. It thus legitimises the
construction of social categorisations and hierarchies through ideological and cultural
references (VEnTOURA 2011, p. 30). By doing so, it enables the binary distinction
between the ‘strangers’ and the ‘citizens’ (BALBAR 2012) through a complex interplay
of exclusion, integration and tolerance (AmBRrOsINI 2015). In a way, policies adopted by
the host country fabricate the institutional context by integrating or excluding certain
categories of immigrants from social and political participation but also from economic
and social advancement. These are the policies that contribute to the formation of national
identity, giving individuals their legal identity and defining who has the right to what
(VENTOURA 2011, p. 26). SovsaL (1994) maintains that different integration policies are
the outcome of different institutional contexts and perceptions concerning the status of
membership in every nation state. These variations affect immigrants’ attitudes, because
the relationship that has developed between immigrants and the host country at the both
individual and collective levels is by definition dialectical.

In a context of growing concern about the prevalence of hate speech, the large
number of violent incidents, conflicts and racially motivated murders has eroded
social cohesion within European societies to an alarming degree. These develop-
ments, coupled with the rapid rise in unemployment due to the economic crisis and the
prevalent insecurity, have turned immigrants into easy targets of xenophobic and racist
attacks from extremist political parties, which, under the rubric of ‘national salvation’,
perceive immigrants as the modern enemy. The ‘protection’ of the host society against
the immigrant enemy is presented — in some cases — as the key political argument for
claiming power (Gemi 2017). In European countries, there is a rise of anti-immigrant
and extremist political parties that support racist ideologies. Until recently, the far-right
Freedom Party of Austria (FPO) was part of the government coalition in Austria, while
in Greece, the neo-Nazi party of Golden Dawn won 18 seats' in the 2015 national
elections.

On the other hand, there is no doubt that the current socio-political environment is
partly the result of a failure in the countries’ political systems to manage the phenomenon
of migration effectively and to implement a fair policy for the integration of immigrants.
Furthermore, the rise of anti-immigrant sentiments and political movements during the

! The results of the 2015 national election. In the national elections of 7™ of June 2019, the
Golden Dawn party lost each of its 18 seats.



Introduction 13

years of the economic crisis (in particular in the Euro zone) has very much stalled the
process of integration, while inhibiting the tolerance of the host societies as well as their
democratic principles and values. In the light of these developments, the integration of
immigrants along with the safeguarding of social cohesion in the European society has
become a highly critical issue (GEm1 2017).

With the issue of integration reflecting the persistence of the connection between
migrant integration and the nation state, conversely, the notion of transnationalism seems
to transcend the earlier static assumptions in integration research, aiming at shedding
light on the bonds and practices developed between individual, collective, and govern-
mental actors located in two or more countries. It has been widely acknowledged that
the transnational perspective has substantially changed the understanding of migrants’
cognitive geographies, their pathways of integration, and their patterns of mobility
(VaTh1 2015, p. 117). The term ‘transnationalism’ is used to delineate social formations
spanning national borders, such as transnationally active networks, groups and organi-
zations (Faist 2010, p. 9). These also involve the simultaneous overlapping affiliations
of persons to geographically separate polities (Bauock 2002, p. 5).

In fact, the transnational mobility of immigrants is clearly placed in the framework
of the integration discourse, where national integration policies as well as citizenship
regimes are considered as systemic opportunity structures that may encourage, discourage,
or shape the degrees and types of immigrants’ economic, political and social-cultural
involvement in transnational activities. Confirming this, PorTEs (1999, p. 472) empha-
sizes the positive role of transnational activities in facilitating successful adaptation to
the first generation. While transnationalism has contributed to redefining the concept of
integration, it has hardly considered its effects on migrants’ integration and vice versa.
Similarly, the literature on migrants’ integration has paid little attention to the theoretical
developments and interrelations in these two fields. In the context of redefining the
concept of integration as a three-way process (country of destination, country of origin
and migrant him/herself), the notions of integration and transnationalism have gained
a prominent role in understanding the multiple trajectories of migrants. Cross-border
movements as well as the emerging multicultural mosaic of the urban environment now
seem to be permanent features of European societies.

With this problem in mind, this study seeks to identify the patterns of interaction
between integration and transnationalism under specific context-bound national and local
conditions and see how they shape the dynamics of migration trajectories of Albanian
migrants. The aim is to investigate the interaction of processes related to integration
and transnationalism and to identify the conditions under which these processes may
affect each other. It will do so by applying a comparative cross-national and cross-local
perspective, focusing on two (receiving) countries that represent different migration and
integration regimes, Greece and Austria, particularly focusing on two local metropolitan
areas: Athens and Vienna.
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Our analytical approach is based on the argument that these complex processes
take place within migration systems that connect countries and regions. We adopt the
migration systems approach mainly as an analytical framework for our empirical research
in Greece and Austria. It functions as a typological paradigm of an EU-Western Balkans
migration system that takes into account the (a) heterogeneity and multiple dynamics
of migration trajectories, (b) changes (e.g., economic crisis, stagnation) occurring in a
migration system, and (c) the role of migrants’ agency (vis-a-vis structure). By focusing
on the diptych integration-transnationalism of Albanians through a comparative cross-
national and cross-local lens, the study aspires to bring a new understanding to one of
the most representative cases in the EU-Western Balkans migration system.

The methodology relies on the multifocal and multi-sited ethnographic fieldwork,
which is based on 30 interviews conducted in two phases with stakeholders and key
informants in 2016, in Athens, Greece (15) and in 2018 in Vienna, Austria (15).

The book is divided into three chapters. The first chapter revolves around the
theoretical rationale of concepts: integration and transnationalism, analysing them in the
light of a migration systems framework. The second chapter focuses on the particular
case of Albanian migration in Austria and Greece, viewing it as a representative case
study of the EU-Western Balkans migration system. By comparing Austria (as part of
the North-West migration regime) and Greece (belonging to the Southern European
migration regime), it aims to shed light on the multilevel governance of migration and
integration at federal, national and local level as well as on its outcomes. The empirical
findings will provide in-depth insights on the interaction of the diptych of integration and
transnationalism. The last chapter attempts to revisit the theoretical rationale employed,
embedded in a tailor-made typology, which is interpreted in the light of the empirical
findings.



